Mark 12: 38 — 44 Attitude — what attitude? (17.01.10pm)

A man was sitting in a restaurant, relaxing, eahirsgsteak and chips,
sipping his glass of wine. In walks a man with g,dand he sits down next
to the man. The dog looks up at the man, and tees [sis trilby, his hat on
the back of his chair. Well the dog must be huragyvell, because he
suddenly snatches the hat in his teeth and staitegat. Of course the man
isn’t very happy at this and shouts at the dog’s@w“Oi! Your dog’s
eating my hat!” The dog’s owner doesn’t seem ba@ticand smiles: “Keep
your hair on — you can buy another.” The hat ows@ngry at this and
says, “How dare you? | don’t think | like your &fle!” The dog’s owner
replies, “It's not my hat he chewed, it's your hatchewed!”

| want us this evening to think about our attitudeur attitude to God, to
each other, and to the world around us. What ditu@és are, and what
they should be.

| trust you all had a wonderful Christmas time.d\erhaps you were able
to spend precious uninterrupted time with your fgrar close friends;
perhaps you've been able to give each ofjuality time, you've given
your time to pleasing those dear to you. We all ene effort, don’t we, to
give our loved ones a bit of enjoyment and pleaatiéhristmas? That's
what Christmas is all about isn't it?

There’s something inside us, isn’t there, that makewarm inside when
we give presents to others, we feel good when we, gind it puts a smile
on someone’s face. | think that’s in all of us —hke giving, it feels right

and good. When we give to charity, it feels goodewwe do something

for someone — offer them food, or drink, we feebdo

In the Bible Jesus is recorded as sayiligs more blessed to give than to
receive.’(Acts 20:35) Andve often say that, don’t we? ‘It's better to give
than to receive.’

Sir Winston Churchill once said, ‘We make a liviog what we get, but we
make a life by what we give.’

‘It's better to give than to receive.” Do weally think that?

| want us to look at this one theme, and fromakle- as | said earlier - at
our attitudes to God, each other and the worldraataus. 1
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Let’s read from Mark’s gospel, chapter 12, staramgerse 38. (Blue P. ...)

Before we start, isn’t it amazing that Jesus seissobor widow, and isn't it
wonderful that her little story is recorded botliéhand in Luke’s gospel for
all time. How many millions of people have read atihis seemingly
insignificant lady, down through the ages? It reasinis that God sees
everything and everyoneand whenever a person does anything that is
good in God’s eyes, it brings him pleasure, iesorded, and he
remembers it. So those things you do that nobody seeven knows
about, for God, for the church, God’s people ordthrers, never think they
go unnoticed by God. He sees, he knows, and Heasgd.

In this passage we can see totally different aktisuin the people talked
about — the teachers of the law, who were vergimls Jews who enforced
God’s laws in a meticulous way, and then the padow, a complete
contrast.

Theseteachers of the lagot no pay, and so depended on the hospitality of
the religious Jews. They took advantage of any @dwdd afford it, but

they also cheated the poor out of all they hadrsevd0 shows that they

had no qualms about robbing the podfhkey devour widows’ houses ...’
There’s something sinister and cruel about thdfrsseking actions.

Unlike Robin Hood they robbed the riahd the poor to help themselves.

They love showing offOutwardly they seem to do all the right things.
They act spiritual, they swan around in their mfgeant robes, they mix
with all the celebrities of the time, they sit etrespectable high seats in
the synagogues, even when they pray, their prayertull and long, they
know all the right words to say to imprgssople

If you get a torch, it's good because it castsighbdight and you can see

everything around you. But if you shine the ligttagght at someone, they
see the same brilliant light, but they can seeingthehind it. What these

men do is like that — good on the face of it, Inetytdon’t want you to see

what's behind their actions.

The whole problem with them is that they're trylmgmpresaman, they
arenot pleasing God. They're all show. Outwardly they iach, but
inwardly they are morally bankrupt‘they devour widows’ housesrhey
are hypocrites, they seem to be upstanding citjaaurtghis hides what
they’re really like. 2
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Jesus of course sees straight through their extanid sees what's on the
inside and although they seem to prosper, Jesus asssrestdners of the
severe punishment waiting for these teachers abthigSuch men will be
punished most severelyverse 40)

There is severe condemnation and punishment wdtinipose who
pretend to have faith, but in fact they’re onlyvéeg themselves. Their
eyes are firmly fixed on thworld and not on God. Their attitude is that
impressingmenis more important than pleasing Gddsussees what'’s in
the heart and he says this attitude is wrong.

Christianity isn’t about showiness, we don't liverhake good impressions,
to get noticed by others — we live for Christ, evdren no-one is looking.

At the end of the day, we can’t deceive God, anttieaend of the day God
will have the final word, whether we anés for eternity, odost for eternity.
Don't be like these teachers of the law. Don't liggplease men.

As Jesus was talking he could see how the people gireing to God’s
work as they walked by. He watches as the rich wglland throw their
offerings into the boxes; and then he se@sor widowcome and place her
two coins in.

The rich probably gave a lot of money — somethange admired, surely.
Celebrities today give to charity, probably thoudsaof pounds, their
money does a lot of good, helps a lot of peoplemething to be admired,
surely. But theich aren’t the ones that Jesus commends here. He
commends the poavidow who put in a measly two coins — we're told 2
lepta, about the wages for 10 minutes’ work — Whan’'t go very far! She
doesn’t give very much at all, in fact was it wohtér giving at all?

Sheis the one Jesus commendée see the outside — we’re more
impressed with the amount given — but Jesus seatsadoing on inside,
what is motivating that person. He also sees thigyato give. These rich
people were putting good amounts into the boxesthely could put large
amounts in without evemissingit — it wasn’t any hardship to them.

The widow’sattitude was different - she gave everything she had ® liv
on, sacrifice, that’s giving that hurts. Why is girepared to give like this?
Because she is devoted to God. 3
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She has faith in God, she has total trust in Gablhas provision. God will
provide for her. That is what Jesus sees in thilwj he doesn’t see it in
the rich peopleSheis the one Jesus commends.

Jesus is saying here that the value of a gift im@asured by its amount,
but by the spirit in which it's given. So a giftsles its value when it's given
begrudgingly.

It's like when a mother is trying to teach her $orshare his sweets with
his sister, you know; it takes some convincing emein pressure before he
agrees, but even then he doesn’t realiyt to, and sometimes the parent
has to physically take the sweet out of his baggwnel it to the daughter.
Perhaps we don’t really want to give, but we feelskould, and we’re only
going to give what we can afford without missingrityway. That'sot the
way to give.

This story is saying that gifts ahy size are pleasing to God when given
out of gratitude and in a spirit of generosity. Thod people had thought a
lot about what they couldfford to give, they gave out of their wealth; the
widow gave generously and sacrificially, out of digeon. This is what
Jesus see3his is what our attitude to God should be — we shbeld
grateful to God, and trust him to provide all weedeThis is the motivation
for our actions.

So our attitude to God should be one of gratitutke generosity— but
grateful for what? And why should we be generous?

Turn with me, please to 2 Corinthians, chapteB&)€ P. ...) where Paul
writes about the example of theurch in MacedonigRead vv. 1-7]

What an amazing church, don’t you think? Wouldwtyike to be a
member of a church like that? Well yoan— and it starts witlyou, it
starts with me! Christians today are followershad same God, sogan be
the same for us?

Look attheir attitude — verse 2, although they were going thhogreat
trials, they were overflowing witjoy but in extreme poverty, it says, they
became rich in generosity. Verse 3, they gave eegondtheir ability.
They didn’t give begrudgingly. They didn’t give thare minimum.

In fact, they didn’t wait to be asked to give, tlepuallypleadedwith Paul
for the privilege of sharing in this service to gants (verse 4). 4
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They pleaded for the privilege of giving generoushg even beyond their
ability to give.

Christians can be overflowing with joy, and verssays, we should be
giving ourselves firstly to the Lord, and then tod3 work. This is what
made the poor widow so different from the rich deagnd also from the
teachers of the law — she was devoted to her Gddaahis work. This was
what motivated her giving. She was commended by tnd.

How is it with you? How is it with me? I've got &earch my heart, and ask
God to show me if there is any weakness here —stith luled by the
influences of the world around me? Do | have theesattitudes as the
world around me — out for what | can get, onlyriyito please myself and
make a good impression? Or do | see that therdigher power, God who
we should aim to please through the motivatiorsunhearts? Am | a
giving person, or am | taking person?

Those Christians in Macedonia were giving peoptan-we be like them?
Well, Paul as wrote that letter, obviously thougfetcan. So how can we be
people with an attitude that pleases God?

In John’s gospel we read thi¥’et to all who received him, to all who
believed in his name, he gave the right to becdmidren of God, ... born

of God.’(John 1:12,13) The Bible tells us that we can bexomldren of
God,we can become God’s childremwe can be born again, it says. We
need to realise that we havestart again — we have to see that the way we
have been going is wrong, not God’s way — in fagiwe totally

disregarded him.

We need to turn from that old way and turri@od’s way — we can only lay
hold of that higher power, if we géod’s way. Jesus said,am the Way,
the Truth and the Life. No-one comes to the FaiBed] except through
me.’ (John 14:6) We have to come to God throdgbus We have to
believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that heaheal cross. But this wasn’t
any ordinary death: as Jesus the Son of God de¥d tin that cross, he was
taking upon himself the punishment for wiasgt've done wrong. So
whatever we’ve done wrong, we canfbegiven — isn’t that what we all
want? To know that our past wrongs can be forgaush forgotten? They
can be — that's why Jesus died. Believing in Jesusoad and Saviour is
the only way of salvation, the Bible says that ddims gives us the right to
be born of God, to beconahildren of God 5
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We become children of God. Are you a child of G§¥@® canbe.

When a child is born, the first things people Idokare their similarities to
their parents — the nose, the mouth, those eags, their behaviour. We
inherit the appearance and characteristics of aremnts, don’'t we — the
good as well as bad, we can't help it, it happens.

Christians are born again, the Bible says, we becomidren of God, we
becomdike our heavenly Father, we inherit his charactesstt with
God everything we inherit good Look through the Bible and you will
find that giving is one of God’s characteristic&ed gives:

-Right at the beginning, when God created all thirecorded in Genesis
chapter 1, hgavethe plants in the Garden of Eden to man for {{Li29)

- When God rescued his people from captivity in fidgg Exodus, as they
wandered through the desert for yearsgéneethem manna from heaven —
food from heaven, when they were thirstygaeethem water from a rock
(Exodus 16, 17)

- After their time in the desert, Garhvethem victory over their enemies
and brought them into the promised land: until timaé God'’s people
didn’t have a country to call their own — now CGgalvethem a land flowing
with milk and honey. The God of the Old Testamerd giving God.

We've just been celebrating Christmas, haven'twlegen Jesus the Son of
God came to earth. John’s gospel tells us thatgaweé his only Son that
all who believe in him shall not perish but havereal life. Hegavethe
most precious thing he had, his only Son, becaadeved us so much.
God gave:God has given us eternal life, and this life idis Son.’(1 John
5:11)

On the day of Pentecost, as Jesus’ disciples waiteng in Jerusalem, God
gavethe Holy Spirit in a violent wind and tongues wéf(Acts 2). Along
with the Holy Spirit came gifts, gifts of wisdonaith and knowledge
(1Corinthians 12). Along with the Spirit lgavefruit of the Spirit — love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithéslrgentleness and self-
control. (Galatians 5) Need | go on?

Look through the New Testament, God gives all tmet He gives life
itself, true life, and all you need for life. 6
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Philippians 4:19 reminds usny God will supply all your needs according
to his great riches in Christ Jesu§&od has a treasure trove in his Son
Jesusriches he is willing to give teeveryonewho believes in him. He'’s
given us his Son, he’s done everything&wveus, surely he’s willing to
give us everything tkeepus.

This isthe heart of Goé- a heart of love and generosity. God is a giving
God. And because Christians areldren of God, our hearts can and
should take on the characteristics of our God,gaise loving, giving
heart. We’'re new creations, born again, with tharbef God within us. We
love because hast loved us, we give becausefirst gave to us.

We can be like this — we can be a loving, givingegeus people — we can
be pleasing to God — Christians, isn’t it be gtedtnow this heart of God
within us? If you're not quite there yet, wouldit’'be great to know this
heart of God within you? We can, but only if we @ta God through
Jesus, and become his child.

But there’s another aspect to being a giving petiidewe need to look at
quickly.

In 1 Timothy 6:18,19 we read thi€ommand thenspeaking about the
rich] to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to begrrs and willing
to share. In this way they will lay up treasure foemselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they mag taidd of the life that is
truly life.’

Two things here: Firstly thafiving is part of the way of lifeve should be
leading as Christians. Paul commands that we shamfgbod, be rich in
good deeds, be generous and willing to share. We'be generous in
giving and sharing, full stop. Generous with ourdj generous with our
energies, generous with our talents. Giving doesmlf mean money.

How dowe give these things? Are we sacrificial in the uSewr time,
energy and talents? Do we use them first and fosefoo God? Or do we
just give him the leftovers? As someone once askedwe giving what'’s
right, or what'’s left? How much time and energwag®give to considering
God and things which last for ever? Pray to Gok s how you can give
to his work — do it tonight.
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But secondly, we’re told thathen we give wisely and generously, the
Lord says we’réaying up treasure in heaveahatno-onecan take away.
Paul says we willlay up treasure for [our]selves as a firm foundatimr
the coming age, so that [we] may take hold of tteethat istruly life.’

We have deavenly accounthat gains interest every time we are generous
in our giving. That's a wonderful picture, isn'’?iAn account in heaven

that will continue to grow — no recession will makese value, heaven

will never go bankrupt! Give your money, your tine®ergy, abilities to
pleaseGod, and your account in heaven will grow, and yod faild riches
forever.

Doesn’t this encourage us to get our attitudeféoright? To want to please
God? Not to be self-seeking or out to impress tlaweand us. Not just to
give God the leftovers of our time and energy. Bube a loving and
generous people? Let’s search our hearts — canweargpre? We can — but
only if we are right with God. Jesus s&tiu must be born again(John 3)

Jesus sees the heart. Jesus sees your heart. &g at this evening?

The widow gave all she had to live on; the churcMacedonia gave more
than their ability to give; why? Because they kn®sus as Saviour and
Lord, they knew Jesus who freely gave himself i@nt on the cross. Do
we know him who gave so much fas? Let's want to know him more, and
as that passage said let’s take hold of the |d&¢ igtruly life, for eternity.

God gavall for you — Jesukved you, and gave himself fgou - what
are you willing to give to him?
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